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Large—scale Sampling Survey and Main Research Issues of

China Undergoing Transformation
LIU Ai-yu
( Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Since 1980s nine large—scale national surveys which are noteworthy and based on strict random
sampling have been conducted. In line with the data and results of those surveys this article focuses and
studies three relations between the unequal distribution of wealth and social stratification between gender and
labor division and between health and elderly care. The findings are: in the process of industrialization ur—
banization and marketization China is facing problems as increasing inequality in income gap narrowing edu—
cation gap between men and women but increasing gendered income gap challenge of erosion of traditional
family values while aging before getting rich owing to the family plan and demographic transition in a develo—
ping economy. Chinese society remains in harmony and stability in a situation of imbalanced and incomplete
development the fundamental support comes from a wide common recognition on distribution type labor divi—
sion pattern and proper elderly care. The distribution ethic gender division of labor ideology filial piety and
fraternal duty which are all deeply rooted in Chinese traditional and historical cultural offer the fundamental
strength  which will certainly change with economic development but will never end in the western patterns
as modernist theories show us.

Key words: large—scale secondary data sets; distribution ethic; notion of gender; family ethic
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