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The Forestry Tenure and the Topography.
A Case Study of a Yunnan Village

Zhu Xiaoyang

Abstract This paper discusses forestry tenure rights. How ever, the paper will not use the state law concerning property
rights as a departure. On the contrary, from the lifeworld of villagers in relation to the topographic features of the vil-
lage the paper, based on ethnographic data, shows that on the one hand “village post” has been reshaping the nature of
forestry tenure right despite of the imposition of state law/ policys on the other hand the agencies at the level of grassroots
has mis-readed the national policies in order to reach a sort of “commensurability” between national laws and local norms.

A part from accounting the misreading of law in alocal community and its linking the specific historical and social space,

the paper concludes that it is time to turn to the approachs that will employ the “commensurability” between tradition and
modernity as a departure to construct social theories of China and to understand the state governing and social changes hap-
pening in China as well.

Key words Tenure rights; Topography; Legal anthropology
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