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prudential problems. Now, it has become a sensitive issue between China and Japan, and an import part of
America’ s Asia-Pacific strategy which deserves our serious contemplation. This paper setsout to reconstruct the
distant past of Ryukyu and its historical development on the basis of the works of Japanese scholars and relevant
historical documents. It may be said that this paper aims to provide an alternative view — the view of “the oth-
er” — on the issues of Ryukyu. It is the authors’ belief that research like this would have both pressing urgency

and far-reaching political and cultural significance.

Keywords: Ryukyu, narratives of the Japanese, historical position

ECONOMY AND SOCIETY

Rural Gentry, Land of “Ruins” and Autonomy 165
Zhu Xiaoyang

Abstract: In view of anthropological “politics”, the case of the small village on the east bank of Dianchi pro-
vides three phenomena worthy of some discussions. First, while the state intrudes in the farmers’ community
with unprecedented force, “tradition” manages to get a ride in the state power to carry on and revive. Second,
while the state is absorbing the space of the grassroots society, non-state forces are also capable of rooming out
some “no-man zones” for themselves. Third, by virtue of local “habitat” and the state as well as traditional re-
sources, rural gentry is mushrooming. This paper will describe these phenomena and associate them with the

evolving “habitat” of the village over the past few years.

Keywords: rural gentry, autonomy, habitat, a land of ruins

Family, Aesthetic Authority and Class Identity in the Shadow of Neoliberal Modernity: The Cultural
Politics of the TV Show, “Exchanging Spaces” 191

Wu Jing & Yun Guogqiang

Abstract: Alternative modernity, or the Chinese model, are catch-phrases often heard from China observers to-
day when discussing China’s role in shaping the future of global capitalist society. Furthermore, there are strong
debates about the relationship between the global hegemony of neoliberalism and China’s own cultural strate-
gies in response to drastic social changes. Neoliberal ideologies have to negotiate and incorporate socialist memo-
ries and traditional family values in order to take root in everyday life in China. It would be wise, therefore, to
look at the actual formations of everyday cultural identities and social habitus if we want to have a more solid
understanding of local dynamic in the new cultural drive toward modernity. This chapter studies a lifestyle
show on television in mainland China, and analyzes the underlying socio-economic forces as well as symbolic

strategies that shape individual identities and social imaginations. By looking at the particular identities, social
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