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Formal Care or Informal Care: The Impacts of Different Care Modes
on The Cost of Care for the Dying Oldest-0ld
ZHANG Yun', LU Jie—hua’
(1. School of Sociology and Anthropology, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510275;
2. Department of Sociology, Beijing University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Based on the data of the 2014-2018 Chinese Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey (CLHLS), this paper attempts to
explore the impact of institutional care, social care and family care on the economic cost and number of days of deathbed care for
the oldest old in China. The results show that both family care and social care are significantly associated with higher economic
costs and more days of deathbed care, while institutional care is only significantly associated with the number of days of deathbed
care. In addition, the degree of dependence on cares of the deathbed elderly significantly moderates the number of days of deathbed
care under different care modes. This means that family care or social care is suitable for the oldest old who need relatively less
cares and less days of deathbed cares, while institutional care is suitable for the elderly who are with higher degree of dependence
on cares and more days of deathbed care.

Keywords: Institutional care, Social care, Family care, Cost of deathbed care
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