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Pronatalist Policies in the Low Fertility Netherlands

ZHOU Yun, PENG Shuting
(Department of Sociology , Peking University , Beijing , 100871, China )

Abstract: Countries with different population development may develop their own population or social
policies accordingly. The policies somehow directly or indirectly reveal the expectation of the society on
their population development. The Netherlands has been a low fertility country since 1970s judged by total
fertility rate. It seems that the Netherlands does not have overt population policies like China does. However,
from the types and contents of policies implemented in the Netherlands, the country obviously has popula-
tion related policies and the impact of the policies cannot be ignored. This article, using official data from
the United Nations and the Netherlands as well as researches mainly by Dutch scholars , answered three
research questions. First, why the Netherlands needs to worry about their population development. Second,
how the government has been thinking about their population development. And third, what are the popula-
tion policies currently implemented in the country and the characteristics of the concerns of the policies.
Discussion on the Netherlands’ population policies will help us to reflect our view on population develop-
ment and population intervention. This study also recommended some possible ways to develop population
policy (ies) in China. The direct fertility promotion policy with some indirect economic support and new
culture cultivation, like what did in the Netherlands, might be a good and effective way for China to learn to
enhance the fertility level.
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