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Age Differences in Life Satisfaction among the Elderly
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Abstract: Using multiple waves of data from the Chinese Longitudinal Health and Longevity Sur—
vey this study examines the relationship between age and life satisfaction among the elderly in Chi-
na. We found that age has both negative effects and positive effects on elderly life satisfaction with
the positive effects overweighing the negative ones. Consequently life satisfaction goes up with age.
The positive impact of age on self — reported life satisfaction primarily results from age maturity effect.
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Table 1  Different Dimensions of Age and Their Effects on Life Satisfaction among the Elderly
( . )
3
CLHLS (1998 ~2000 ~2002 ~2005 ~2008) 2002  .2005 .2008
o 2002 CLHLS 80 65 ~79
o CLHLS 22 ( )
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CLHLS ( Zeng & Gu 2008) .
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Table 2 Descriptive Statistics of All Variables Used in the Analyses
2002 2005 2008
40.43 40.52 41.39
59.57 59.48 58.61
48.41 49.86 48.85
80.27 76.69 78.05
2.32 2.06 2.61
5.52 4.14 3.41
92.15 93.80 93.97
37.26 38.27 38.44
42.13 41.86 42.58
75.12 77.63 80.21
10.00 9.32 8.88
14.88 13.05 10.91
52.73 52.76 52.54
43.82 41.47 40.71
() 83.16 83.02 83.87
()
1941 ~ 1943 - - 6.37
1938 ~ 1940 - 8.12 6.84
1935 ~ 1937 7.18 7.70 6.89
1932 ~1934 7.56 7.64 6.68
1929 ~ 1931 7.54 7.49 6.26
1926 ~ 1928 7.53 7.57 9.48
1923 ~ 1925 7.04 6.38 8.88
1920 ~ 1922 8.85 8.36 9.58
1917 ~ 1919 10. 80 11.58 13.34
1914 ~ 1916 9.19 11.69 10. 89
1911 ~ 1913 9.15 8.70 6.75
1908 ~ 1910 10.01 7.18 8.02
1905 ~ 1907 6.13 7.59 -
1902 ~ 1904 9.02 - -
3 66.00 66.76 -
N 11151 10220 12777
“ l)” “ » 43 ”»
@ »
14 ” “« ”» 113 ”» [
')7’ [ ” [ ”» “«
H A o
N ~60
N 0 1949
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Table 3  Estimated Coefficients from Binomial Logistic Regressions of Life Satisfaction on Age among the Elderly
with Selected Variables Controlled
2002 2005 2008
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0.010***  0.013 *** 0.014 %% 0.013*** (.018*** 0.018***  0.009 *** 0.010*** 0.012***
( =0) 1.580 *** 1.585 *** 1.573 %** 1.581 *** 1.571 %% 1.574 %**
( =0) 1.4237%%% 1,397 %% 1.208 %% 1,188 *** L 186** 1,169 ***
( =0)
1.362 *** 1.367 *** 0.717 *** 0.691 *** 0.539 ** 0.511 ***
L.070%**% 1,103 *** 0.562*%*  0.570*** 0.754 %% 0,757 %%
( =0) -0.002 -0.033 0.132" 0.116" -0.070 -0.085*
(=0 ~0.044 ~0.009 0. 152 %%
( =0) 0.023 -0.063 -0.064
0. 651 *** 0.356*** 0.134
( =0) -0.007 -0.156™*  -0.209 *** -0.003 -0.110" -0.1427%%  0.021 -0.056 -0.130**
( =0) 0.298 *** (), 204 *** 0.137** 0.197 %% 0. 112 *** 0.057 0.273 %% 0,178 *** 0. 131 **
—0.566 %% 3. 618*%* _3,693%** _(,762%*F _3,335%F%  _3.307%FF _(.4967F 2,844 F*F  _2 946 ***
LR Chi? 87.1%%* 2527,9*** 588 6*** 66.5% % 2215.07** 2239, 4 *** 78.47F% 2703.67F* 2724, 5%**
Df 8 11 3 8 11 3 8 11
ALR 87. 11 %%* 2440, 7 *** 60. 8 *** 66.5 %% 2148, 5%** 24, 4 %** 78.4%F% 0625, 2 FF* 20. 85 ***
N 11151 11151 11151 10220 10220 10220 12777 12777 12771
D Kkkk 1 p<0.001; *%:p<0.01;* :p<0.05;, +:p<0.1
5 : N
?
AY Al o
o
. CLHLS 3 (
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49.4% (e " -1) .
2 _3 o
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( ) o
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Table 4  Estimated Coefficients from Binomial Logistic Regressions of Life Satisfaction: Tests of Cohort Effects

20

4

Binomial logistic

N

Survival Selection and Maturity Effect

~

1 2 3
0.038™** 0.015 % * * 0.037**
( =0) 1.5827%* 1.5887* 1.589**
=0) 1.288 1.284 7% 1.289 %
( =0)
1.066*** 1.051*** 1.057***
0.849** 0. 849 0. 846
( =0) 0.035 0.042 0.038
( =0) -0.029 -0.028 -0.029
( =0) -0.021 -0.017 -0.021
0.507** 0.511** 0.509 ***
( =0) —0. 1717 —0.179™* -0.176™*
( =0) 0.101** 0.099** 0.102**
1938 ~ 1940( )
1935 ~ 1937 0.056 0.059
1932 ~1934 -0.176" -0.172
1929 ~ 1931 -0.204" -0.198"
1926 ~ 1928 -0.151 -0.144
1923 ~ 1925 -0.226 -0.220
1920 ~ 1922 -0.369" -0.367°
1917 ~ 1919 -0.439" -0.439°
1914 ~ 1916 -0.511° -0.513"
1911 ~ 1913 -0.606" -0.610"
1908 ~ 1910 -0.613" -0.618"
1905 ~ 1907 -0.705 -0.712°
1902 ~ 1904 -0.680" -0.687"
3 =0) -0.070" -0.074"
—4.9337%  _3,329% —4.798**
LR Chi2 4815.7%%  4804.5™* 5672. 8"
Df 23 12 24
N 21371 21371 21371

© %ok 1 p<0.001; %% :p<0.01; % :p<0.05; +:p<0.1
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