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The Relationship between the Disparity of Medical Insurance and
Health Inequality of Retirees in China
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Abstract: Compared with urban employee basic medical insurance, free medical service provides
better health care for retirees. Based data from China Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study,
this study explores the relationship between the form of health insurance (free medical service
and urban health insurance) and retirees’ self-assessment of their health. Results of Generalized
Ordered Logit Regression Models show that retirees who enjoy free medical service have a far better
evaluation of their health than those with urban employee basic medical insurance. These findings
demonstrate that the dual-track system in China does impact retirees’ self-assessment of their health.
Key words: free medical service; urban employee basic medical insurance; retirees; self-
assessment of health
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