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The Formation and Development of Feminist Epistemic Community

TONG Xin
( Department of Sociology ~Peking University ~Beijing 100871  China)

Abstract: The Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 effectively promoted the emergency of knowledge
of women’s rights and feminism on the campus which is extended to the internet in all kinds of new media writing.
The new social space affects the development of feminist epistemic communities. First of all on the campus Gen—
der Studies courses give students the opportunity to reflect on their own experiences on gender socialization.
Students’ desire of self-cognition directly or indirectly shaped the production of gender knowledge. Second that
students write dissertations related to gender issues enriched the knowledge inventory of gender identities and prac—
tices which is fluid subjective and pluralistic. Third Women/Girls’ Day on campus stirs ritualistic discussions of
gender identity gender roles and the gender division of labor between generations. Finally when they leave the
campus and enter the society college students enter the new social space created by the internet. Through individu—
alized writing the younger generation of feminists disseminate popularize and discuss gender knowledge with their
own experience and establish a feminist epistemic communities among strangers that is related to their own gender
experience.
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