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On the Theoretical Contribution of Ethnic Education Research to the
Constructing of the Chinese National Community Consciousness

QIAN Min-hui
(' School of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871)

Abstract  There are three theoretical paradigms in the study of ethnic education in China. The first is
the “integration paradigm” followed by “multi-integration education theory” and “multi-cultural integration
education theory”; the second is “ecological paradigm” including “position education view  “cultural
consciousness theory” and “ethnic symbiosis education theory”; the third is the “structured paradigm”
which incorporates the “three ideology-based ideas”. Through the analysis of these theoretical paradigms the
author finds that the construction of all ethnic education theories originates from “the consciousness of the
Chinese national community” with an ultimate goal to “stabilize the consciousness of the Chinese national
community ”. The author believes that this is not a coincidence but a historically inevitable path.
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