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From Village Livelihood to Cultural Self-Consciousness: Fei Hsiao-Tung

and the Sociology of “National Rejuvenation”
LIU Neng

( Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: From the beginning of writing Peasant Life in China, a prominent feature of Fei Hsiao-Tungs academic
thoughts has been his concern and reflection on China’s destiny in the process of diachronic globalization. This article aims to
use the concept of “national rejuvenation” as an entry point and incorporate Mr. Fei’s concern about the destiny of China in
the process of diachronic globalization into a specific temporal-spatial sociological framework for interpretation. The article
specifically analyzes the following five historical phases: 1) 1911 [1840 ]—1949, the semi-feudal and semi-colonial stage and
early modernization in China, corresponding to Mr. Fei’s early studies on village livelihood( represented by his field study of
country life in the Yangtze Valley and three villages in Yunnan Province) ; 2) 1949—1978, a stage of institutional isolation
lasting 30 years ( as well as the multiple structural sacrifices that underpin the contemporary “Chinese national rejuve—
nation”) , corresponding to the fate of sociology as a bourgeois subject that was cancelled and the historical evolution of the
important social practice of the time; 3) 1979—2008, the stage of reform and opening up and China’s reintegration into the
global economic system, corresponding to the development model theory proposed by Mr. Fei( the main theoretical element is
the diversity of endogenous development models) ; 4) cultural consciousness as a theoretical paradigm for the reduction of
Chinese paradox( economic integration and political skepticism) , corresponding to Mr. Fei’s strategic thinking on the strategy
concerning international public relations for the rise of Chinese modernity based on the two concepts of cultural appreciation
and cultural acceptance; 5) from cultural consciousness to system reconstruction, corresponding to the continuation of Mr.
Feis strategic thinking, namely how to continue to promote the reconstruction of the global political and economic order in the
postFei Hsiao-Tung era in order to truly achieve the goal of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
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