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Data Production and Data Fraud: An Analysis Based

on Sociological Perspective
LIU Neng & MA Jun-nan

( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100870 China)

Abstract: This paper starts with the process of data production and traces the causes of statistical data fraud. First
the level of resource in error perturbations proximity simulations and data quality explains the distortion of data during da—
ta production. Second from the perspective of statistics as a country’s cause development national capabilities and state
intentions sometimes may affect the authenticity and comprehensiveness of statistical data and lead to institutional-induced
fraud. Third from the perspective of the rational selection process at the individual level when the illegal income is signif—
icantly higher than the illegal cost the data fraud phenomenon becomes one of the most common deviant behaviors in the e—
conomic field. The potential of falsifying data is also directly related to individual motivation and rational calculation: when
we extend the purely material rational computing model to include social costs and group dynamics we will find that social
networks and peer ethics cancause damage to internal ethical reputations and this damage canbe a greater constraining
force to prevent data fraud than the increase in material illegal costs. Finally the paper also discusses the direct ethical loss
of data fraud as well as the duality of the role of technology in the governance of data fraud.

Key Words: data production; data fraud; national statistics; ethical losses; technology and its two duality
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