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Mores, Regulations and Society
—A Social History of Lease Deduction in Baxian in Qing Dynasty

Ling Peng

Abstract: In previous studies of tenancy in traditional Chinese society, “lease deduction” is often
mentioned alongside the topics such as lease laws and rent. However, the studies on the mechanism of lease
deduction focus on government regulations, and little attention has been paid to the mores of lease regulation in
society. The current paper intends to understand the mores of lease deduction by tracing the changes of lease
regulations in Qing Dynasty. The paper also delves into the cases on lease deduction in Baxian litigation
archives to discuss the mores of deduction in lease contracts, and points to the importance of the mores “if
harvest is bad, lease is based on ‘ shi’ ”. The paper then analyzes the procedures of lease deduction based on
concrete cases in the archive, and argues that “tuan” is an important institution in lease deduction—The mores
of “shi-based lease” functions through villagers’ participation of “tuan”. The paper concludes by examining the
social importance of “tuan” in Sichuan, and the link between mores, regulations and society in traditional
Chinese society.

Key words: lease deduction, “shi-based lease”, regulation, mores, “tuan”
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