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cused on formulating idealized and ideologically-minded narratives, but on establishing modeled inferences to
understand empirically delimited facts. Its purpose is to unravel the mechanisms behind empirical facts that are
not easily interpreted by purely qualitative research. Such development in the methodology of contemporary eco-
nomics may be called “substantialization of formal economics.” A good comprehension of this trend will help re-

veal a unique aspect of the epistemological value of mainstream economics.

Keywords: formalism, substantivism, complete models, empirically delimited facts, economic methodology

In Pursuit of Justice: The Crisis and the Way out of China’s Legal Sociology 78
Yu Chengfeng

Abstract: Different from what has been described in classic social theories, the practice of the rule of law in Chi-
na has presented a series of paradoxical characteristics. In the fields of labor law, property law, contract law, fi-
nancial law, company law, and environmental law, a legal system characterized by internal-external distinc-
tion, identity demonstration and property right hierarchy has emerged, whose nature can hardly be grasped in
its entirety by either formalist or substantivist theories. China’s legal sociology should neither directly appropri-
ate a certain Western doctrine nor blindly adhere to its native practical theories. It is necessary to carry out a
more pragmatic and deeper analysis of the special structure and paradox logic of the rule-of-law movement in
China at the global and national levels during the reform period and make a forward-looking criticism and reflec-
tion on the development of the rule of law at the level of justice and norms. This will be crucial to an academic

breakthrough an path-finding in Chinese legal sociology.

Keywords: paradox society, legal sociology, social theory, rule-of-law movement, legal justice

LAW AND POLITICS

“Making Nationals/Citizens” and “Making Nationalities” in the Republic of China Period: Some Re-

marks on Wang Ming-ke’s “Nationalities and Nationals/Citizens in the Border Areas” 91
Ma Rong

Abstract: Wang Ming-ke’s essay, “Nationalities and Nationals/Citizens in the Border Areas,” touches on an im-
portant issue, that is, what was more pressing to the Chinese scholars during the Republic of China period, to
“make nationalities” or to “make nationals/citizens”? This is related to that part of history in which there were
Li Guangming’s work on “making nationals/citizens” in 1929 and Rui Yifu et al.” s work on “making nationali-
ties” in 1933, both worthy of further discussion. By comparing the two, it is not difficult to find that “making na-
tionalities”, in which Western ethnological knowledge is employed to identify different ethnic groups in China’
s border areas, is easier work, but the centrifugal force brought about by the “nationality/ethnic” consciousness

thus aroused cannot be ignored. To build national identity among the ethnic groups, “making nationals/citi-
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zens” is an arduous, prolonged and tortuous road, but a road that must be taken nonetheless.

Keywords: the Republic of China period, national/citizens, nationalities, nationality/ethnic identification

Socialism and the State Building of A Multi-ethnic State (1947-1965) 111
Chang An

Abstract: In the grounding process of the autonomous system of the ethnic regions, with the implementation of
the mass line and the training of ethnic cadres as required by socialism, direct communication between the cen-
tral government and the people of all ethnic groups has been successfully facilitated. Political measures of social-
ist nature, such as turning the people of all ethnic groups into the masters of the state and improving people’s
livelihood and well-being, have shaped their heartfelt identification with the party and the state. Institutional
prerequisites for national equality provided by socialism and the institutional modes of organization such as the
socialist economic system and their related routes of practice have brought about great unity among the people
of all ethnic groups in China. On the institutional basis of unified socialist system, people’s republic, and the
party’s leadership, the autonomy of the ethnic regions has succeeded in uniting different ethnic groups within a
multi-ethnic country into one organic nation called the “Chinese people.” This uniting process is characterized
by communication, identification, unity, and solidarity. The success of the autonomy of the ethnic regions in
building a united multi-ethnic state, an enterprise inaugurated since the end of the Qing Dynasty, lies precisely

in the fundamental system of our country, i.e., socialism.

Keywords: united multi-ethnic state, state building, socialism, autonomy of the ethnic regions

ECONOMY AND SOCIETY

Why is the “Fengqiao Experience” so Successful for So Long? 134
Bu Qingping

Abstract: Governing through setting up models has been an important governance tradition of the Communist
Party of China. Taking the “Fengqiao experience” as an example, this paper examines the deep logic of its devel-
opment over the past 50 years, with focus on the following three dimensions: political opportunity structure,
experience endowment, and government operation. It is found that the “Fengqiao experience” is not only an in-
teractive outcome of top-down political mobilization and bottom-up local government practice, but also the re-
sult of the interaction between the experience endowment relying on the masses to resolve contradictions and
the political opportunity structure. In addition, the mechanism of intermediate bridge provides effective support
for the revival and renovation of experience. The “Fengqiao experience” has realized the transformation from the
experience of class struggle to the experience of contradictions among the people. It has also realized the succes-

sive development from social security experience and stability maintenance experience to social governance expe-



