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REHE:F ¢

Cultural Capital in the Families of Junior Middle School Students

and Their Access to Shadow Education
—A Questionnaire Based on Control Factors

LIU Aiyu, XU Chunlei

Abstract: The access to extracurricular classes or the so-called shadow education has become the second
battleground for students to compete against each other in their after-school studies when the country has taken
intensified efforts to ensure the fairness and justice of its formal education. Cultural capital in a family has a final say
in who can attend after-school training and what kinds of extracurricular classes they go. Drawing on Pierre
Bourdieu’s theory of cultural capital, this paper makes a usage of the China Education Panel Survey’s baseline
survey data to explore the relationship between family cultural capital and the acquisition of shadow education and the
relationship between family cultural capital and curricular types. The study finds that the forms of family cultural
capital have a significant and positive impact upon the access of shadow education. Family cultural capital will play
varying roles when they are presented in different forms and even if they are in the same form yet in different
dimensions. As for the demonstration of family cultural capital in any specific forms, students are more likely to attend
extracurricular classes on academic courses when their parents have had high expectations of them. Meanwhile, their
peers who have frequently taken part in cultural activities along with their parents are expected to participate only in
talent training classes or the classes of talent and academic studies simultaneously. As for those students who are from
the family of cultural capital in objective form, they are more likely to attend both extracurricular classes when there
are a large number of books at their home, while their counterparts with independent desks are more inclined to take
part in academic courses. Children are more likely to participate in both courses when their family cultural capital is
in institutionalized form and their parents have received higher education. This study thus concludes that shadow
education,which is a carrier for the transferring and transformation of cultural capital, has intensified existing
strengths of shadow education in intergenerational transmission and promotes the reproduction of social structure.
Key words: shadow education; school education; family cultural capital ; fxtracurricular class
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