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The Structure and Evolution of the Chinese Civilization Community

MA Rong

Abstract: After the Opium War, Chinese civilization survived as a political entity in spite of repeated
setbacks. When the People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949, China basically preserved the
population and territory boundaries of the Qing Dynasty. In 1997, Fei Xiaotong advanced the proposition
of the “culural consciousness” of the Chinese people, and recently the central government of China has
called for strengthening “cultural confidence” of the Chinese people. For that matter, it may be helpful
for us to take a retrospective look at the social and cultural changes in Chinese history and figure out
the answers to the following questions about the Chinese civilization community. What factors have
promoted the formation and development of the Chinese cultural community? What factors have enabled
China to once again bask in the “Phoenix Nirvana” atmosphere after a hundred years of struggle? What
qualities have made it possible for the Chinese civilization community to shape its structural system and
evolution in terms of its population and geographical boundaries in thousands of years while persisting
in exploring a different path of development under the impact of the Western industrial civilization?
Those are the questions we have to think about and answer today. The studies of those issues might help
us better understand the special development road China has chosen under the pressure of the Western
civilization.
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