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Abstract: In the middle of 1904, the renown Chinese thinker and reformer

Kang Youwei made his “journey to the West”. In Italy, the first of the 11
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European countries he visited, Kang inspected the historical relics, political
institutions, and local customs. Taking the opportunity of “being there”, he
made an on-the-spot inquiry into the age-old Roman civilization. He also
compared the Western way with the “Continental” Chinese way of being
political and civilized. Near the end of 1904, Kang compiled his diaries,
poems, and notes of the journey into a book entitled The Travelogue of Italy
(the first of the series of his Travelogues of 11 European Nations), which is
the focus of this study.

The Travelogue of Italy is treated in this paper as an example from which
a major perspective of “civilization” can be reconstructed and re-enacted. To
the author, a social anthropologist keenly interested in the political and
cosmological perspectives of civilization, Kang’s Travelogue of Italy, an old-
style “ethnographic” text in which a pattern of “civilizational modernity” (in
contrast with “national modernity”) is inscribed, proves to be one of the most
fascinating achievements of late period traditional Chinese “gazettes of foreign
countries”.

This paper offers the following four parts of discussion: (1)a synoptic
biography of Kang’s life with a specific focus on his political thinking during the
epoch of transition; (2)a mapping of Kang’s voyage from the East to the West;
(3) an overview of Kang’ s interpretation of the civilizational differences
between Roman empire and the Han “All-under-Heaven” as presented in the
travelogue; (4) an analysis of Kang’s viewpoints of the relation between
European and Asian civilizations. In the introductory and concluding sections,
the author presents his views on the relevance of Kang Youwei’s perspectives
to the critique of post-traditional Chinese “nation-building” social sciences.

The paper serves as a sequel to the author’s extended essay on the re-
conceptualization of “civilization” by Kang Youwei’s European contemporary
Emile Durkheim (and his inheritor Marcel Mauss) . Interwoven throughout the
discussion are comparative points between King and Durkheim. It is suggested
that both men define “civilizations” in terms of “supral-societal” or “supra-
national” systems. Nonetheless, unlike Durkheim, who remained deeply
concerned with improving the life of the nation, Kang was inclined to
conceptualize such systems in terms of the “ambit of flourishing peace”
(shengping shi), a dynamic state of human political existence between the age

of violent chaos and that of the Great Unity.
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SEFEE SR L E AR S T AR K TR LB LB 2B
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MNIX — o [ R (8 S 5 ) e At B g ad a7 B A SR I S L BT
T4 0 R AT SC - O A AR

ZERIMERZEERER

FEHK IR 16 4F (G A T I B LS A S SR T R B AR LSRN LB
B S5 M, 1901 47k, B FCJE T B B R 08, S8 B T (R 5 ) G A AL
2005:280) , 1904 4 3 J , fth 125 JF B FE , 22 6k WM 5 )8 H: B - — [
Uit BNES AR UGRATIS  BRA M C TR I R E HAR EW . A%
(LN N I 5 N N N e BN e e N - Rl =
BT AT 35 B ORI B R R £ SR PR A 2 E R
TR AR R 2V B R BRI ST (A . 1906:2)

R H T E Z ) E B 2R S R R Z
B2 FA K ,1906: 1), X — BB H A 2 Al A7k v
32 B 283 S WA R R . BREAG A idd i 25 3 VY Ja L 2 BE VG T A7 1L T
BEL B 117 9% 2288 0 L B R AE I K R B2 )5 . i TRz JGE . A
NZ R AR IR R T #H WS A A 228, R BT 88 i & IR A
B B O Re RS L 5 AR T R Ac il 2 2L R VR VLD
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O B3 A H CBE AT . 1906.1—2) B G, i 40X 3/ IR ER il 17
JE R EAERE PR . i

FARRPEE R, MDA M AEZIR? LA LN

FTERZAEE . FABEREA FNLRE . ZLTT . HAAT,
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“AH A Z IR A S P EARL T CRRJT #EL2009:304) , LA FT KA
ROR 7 CAT W A N FE A5 T & 36 13 A 5838 2L B VS AT 22 B%
B AL IR RN H 17 DU 19 R 5 2 RAE” MAES R Z w7, il 25 A
B TR T .

It CRRI = — 7 C ) =2 IR T 220 ) o B 1R 0 ™ Bl Bl 7 BRI
FECREE T BETG”, ST 38 ] M S5 5 A A P B
B TE") B Rl MU . — B b s A AN ASUOX T 482k A AS ] 5 3025 7 K 1 HL
TR U AR e [ ) S A SR e T T At X I A AN [R) AR R A 3 5K
AR R 2, 1906:2) , XF TR H B 10 7 400 2, B S 50 ¢
T DR B A [ T AR B B A R e At 1) A 2 (R
1906:3) , XF T J5 At 4 3 Tl E SC B 28 I T 1T 9 BT R L Al AN AN 45 T 4R ik
B L K 22 5 U RNy A% o 2 YT A B A . X T A B DL A
PLAAHE S FEAT A (1906 : 4) IUH: [ 34 22 HE R --- -+ A4 Z %, B H SC B
ZR R, X T B 2 1 R RO B 2 R g — Sk 2 R
A WL T T A . A O E M & R O as L B b B
BRI B s B0 1k BN ISR 35K T A O X VR A A
AR Z AN E D .

FH ZH R B AR ER R R A b 7 L Ik B — R A 1R R
BRSNS S s ). AL R . B H 00 H Bk 22 (U 3%
227 G PR BT I A B BRA R AE B ORRIE & BUEDT 12 K e )5 B
ViR AN 307 L e DU L4 5 ok Ll B i AR e T K 2 S, 7
B E R A . CRRRNIEE ) # BRAT R S8 5 0 o 32 i A A X iy 3]
ZALEHER P s R A R I ) A A R B B e X B EN R 5| &
B2 AR BEAT R 45 A TR 2 R R R AR T At X v g S
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FE VY 7 - F0 A7 R T IR 200 7 0 2 0 O A o R DK DY O 2 B Ak
M — e, TCR PG J5 1 8 25 5 . R ERIR A AN ALK 35 2Z2 ) A7 AE AN [) S BR
N FBARAEAEAS TR o FE 25 1 5% [ F0 78 [ 7 20 00 R SR (B A P 2 ) L ]
AR SE A P B R EAR ) . Fen . B i R R ik
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E 58 AR L 15 2 SCHTE K A I LB AR
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KPR S A EN G2 . 75 DA A AR P4 i 18 T A 30 307 1) % i o L W 3% & B ik
SARANE T TRIMESL., Kl i M BRIL EAER. 2
MBI 2" 29wl A2 LT BRI Z &1,
AT 7 (1906:3) 5 34 .

ARHEBMNF AL ESRBEETFT AELAEZ T A S

R 2mABEH ARG, FEBFELE WIFTHAR— L

B, BEEZHREZRMG.CEMRNEREZTF BB
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FREA G AT . R E AT Yy 3 S R 3 U AR
BT R T8 Z 09 7 1 FR R 0 e B v AR O Bk I KV
Ti 35 2 25 A o B R 2 R R I S ] . AR K — ) A A
T 2B R R B 250G Oy i AN TR BE 3 A B R AR T,
M RA B EFE MALA R B L., AT RAENE
2,84 X IR R AT E o VAT M KR 2 R BN R
FHREASER A ERN TIFEZH N EW. 25, ERAHN
GOREIE 3 L (L @ ES N ENRE SR g s R AR ES N 1= N L [ N CI RS S S A S P 3
B 7 H b > BT e 2 SEE B 2 A AR S K ST i b A 2R
TS HEL T [7] o 5F  SFA  Lfh SR R R R R K LA A
W) =B EZAZ MM ENERAMAEREBEANZ,

Xof e KA 5 v [ 0 5 A 0 2 AR BL T ) L€ T IR A B R A
S ARAE AT T XA E K% 5T T B k. AH R A IR
At DU IH BT BN ASET S E R AR BUA Z L IR T LR R
FHAR R Z WP MM TZ” (FEA 4 ,1906:5)
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— 5B ERAZWELE, WO T EP BEREBEHHESE

BEomARNZEA . IFEE_F . 5EXBHRMA, TRBIE,

IHLBA WL, mAREEEXS. WREAL, OB EA

2 e P ER B R —BILAL, 4B RR, R T H LR

Bit,AhESL, AR A E RURE, ZF &8, T8

%, LTEZT.L#¥mEl., EXAZIHIBL, LB KE,

TR, (AN ,1906:3)

R U0, R A B 5 I R A T % 1) ] SR B o ol
T3 Ay 2, B 7 RE T+ —4F (1860 4F) , B KA A TG LA“~r H 7, “~7
75 A TR A ik IS S Bl — 22 b B 2 T 28 MR K

X F i R A B @ U IO SR S A R O R
JE# MHAECE PR ) — T e 5 AR AR < TR B 48— MK 4357, DA
TS DU 22 43 3 DA 468 K 527 (R 2R, 19062 7) o Al T 3X A4S W A
SR T R R A g s b AR o TR AR R R E A AN E R e
B RS o LEARAS I i 2 el B B 2R A5 s A R i A
WK BRI & IR AR A B R A B M 2 5 0 B S A L B R
“H S HEEE R AR R E . B R fAOKIRE R B R T
B7ORA R ,1906:8—9), FEREH . FEA S L FRMUIN & /R J7HE 5 A )
FI” LAY ERIE BN T E R G — R — N EK .

FRA Ay A6 B FRARL b 0% 38 SR T AR R o (H 3K I AN 35 BA 4% 7K
w1 2R AL G L R UK A W A 6 I 2 AR B LK B e L R L
IR )15 e SO ¢ SRS 5, TRl O L 00 R Tl LY LT
R AR A BRI LR A IR P i T B 5. X T EK
FIE) 2 BRI I A2 3 o B S 4B IR L AR R0 o X AR BT B Z Ab B
FNWE O TR A .

T O IR A TR B SR KA [ IR BE ) L B Ry (1906:118 —
129) MR T 38 KAy BORS 152 B L AC 3 VA T L RB IR VIR BLAR A
VAR AR I G =S S @R I EE DINA AN <IN /N TN = :
AT BT T 55 9 TR B 3 AE -5 A RR O [ 5 D b [ 1) Eb 3R 45 7 T IR

FETE KA A HE T LAY H R AT L 5RO B 2 1 3 2 3okt
b A G R R 22 S OR A T S AR B g . A D (1906:11) F
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W Pk il B W Il R B B A TR KR
AR A SOE WG A AR B . T B R AE SO A0
JRAT R SRR T R RS b R AR A SO, AN B ) B S —
BB

FERRAT R K 72 SCH) AT O 1T A B 22T v [ e KR
X R BT R — R A B H S AL S, — BB R
R0 o0 P S L B O X ML G TR, B ARG EE
B RO T I S T AR X, A, — HOX B B R R T
AR PR FORTE AT E ) B AR B A . TR A, —
B Ja NERBE AL I i AOA  RAB T Z 3 R AR N 2 i 25 7
ZR b3 sk 2 M B B R e ST A 2 A FE
ZE BRI IRk TR Z 4 FEICE ZATIR TRy Z A R
— RIIKE T2 R 2 X 2 5 R UL R B T (B Oy, 1906 : 54—
55) o “ANENSHHCICME AN FN R AR W BB AN Z2 AT AR E AT
FENZ., WEATHCHZH NN & ZHR IR R, BH
SCH AL L T ICSEIEAE T A O . 1906:55) . H T, A R B A A 4
ANBEAE A IR A I3 A — A TR 3O v B 2T Ak ok E i B
THEBZIMEF A RN Z KRGS kb —BZ K
AFEZ B AT Z BT A TR IE —TE S Sl AR E KRR
o KM 2 AR 27 (A - 1906 :56) % 45 58 I s i 58 1 725 1 e A
R A SR T SO A 22 88 KA R IR L B T, S N S

6. WIFEAT 2 (1906 .50 Frifi . “BI B 2B R TP, KAK=H., AR EFHEZH . HTHREZ
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N7 St o AR IH A5 1) BRI A 4 2 T SCIORR I T 7Y 2%
UF o A0S THOH R T 2067 B0 0 2 SURAE EDRE A 3 2 S 2
AR AL AT s R R A G225 48 ,2009:306) . A5 3 AF 14 P17 I AR i 7] e
FR X v R oy ) DR AT 5 R R 1 25 B R B . AR R R AN e ) 1Y
(Al R ) —7 AUl . B 5 B F BN R B E L7, " HathZ
YA AR SR R 7 RTE L G T O ZI A 6 AN ] IR
AR 2N AR A U TR R . K It JC L o e Y
FRNDIAZR . A TIK, A NI 0 g i, 2 s K3, 35 DL A B
HA NS4 b B E0RR L & TR O
1906:99) . Ko [ 3x J5 10 A9 B BE 5 3R K, A S L BD BE AR LB BRA
(1906 :100) TA Ay 3 J2& 1 [ S AN a0 A A9 T o JERL a3 - “ PR B (3 JHE L B
ZRAE WS hEEG R, Bk ERACRZ 4

JREAT Ry JOCH 3 KR AR 0 19 2 58 R S  SC S B T IRy
A PR UF T 20 38 TR R A5 DL R A PR A7 09+ 0 28 At A IR B a5 [ 2%
AR T S

m.xH.HE5%55

TECRE R ANEC ) v o B A A % feff T SC W) — 1) o i e =2 Ak 0 % 1
AR TE 25 N2 38 B X i 2 XU R R 8 1R 2
2 R BR 2R” B i R 68 2 G U0 G SCHT TR S e B A
FER P« 3K AR S AR A X T 2 A RO A R .

AN/ 2 35 W ST 3 S 5 R A 4 T e K o A T T JE IR
F X — 15 (A AE 2Rk 4 BT B A o 6 SCBA B R % O R Al K P O S
R €7/ o= ml RN | X7 D O S i = 0 W 3 mls M E= R SR TN NG
ISAL,2005:348—403) . K [E SR S B T RREA S R 430 A A 1 0 A4
Hh o B FG A SO AR I L A AN AR R I &2 2% A 25 JE W 5 T/ 2 IO 1k R
Y AR BT T 5 O A A L At LSS G O . b SO R
R LR I VA T A K P4 7 B LB — S A At 43 G 3 P T 1 N R 43 Ak
55 EME . EY) S B R RS I A bR
e E R RS S T S PP RS BT B SE A A . ML 2 A AR A 3
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[F] Z Ak BT LA AN BB A A 2 7 J7 SCHT S 3 1 2 KA s SC Wl i 3% 5
XRANME  BRAMZITLE G FMAE, F2ERETE 551
% LA S T3 R R AR 85 T 0 =] 4 A Al L

MK T3 & S A6 A AR EL ST Al 48 A28 B 287 7 A 2
B R AR . KR B R E A A ST B AR RS SR B S 1 A
B 90 T R I 0 0 22 P A TR B X

T PR AL 2y 5 SO B g S0 TR R T ARG AR A IR
SRS T AL 7 DUERRON S8 0 3 A5 2% v ik ST i 35
5o A AR ) CEP 437 T B 75 7 i D . itk ¥R 2R T (2006)
AR T A7 m R R T NV Z G E R R e E
Pe iR R T SCHAME S R B i 2w LU 45 B R e B AR A i o sk
A B2 ) 43 A |z B A S R R A R 7 R0 S i sk LY E
SN2 B S A I R ASE IX a0 Bk 0 2% ( F B B4, 2018a) o Qi —
K AEZPUFIR T SO R AT IR E B IS B B R ST a2k
Jiti OV 7 R B 9% 3 A T B SRR B R G T A AR s S AR B B i X
M A2 55 7 (Mauss, 2006 57—74)

AR TR IR A A B A R SO AR B A AN S N G IR
i 3 R R sl LR TR 5 ) W 2z s i Gk 1) Ak A R Bk B R
P AFRAENS 5 Kb 22 A T BN L HOR A £ L R ] B 27 (R
A ,2005:4) 33X W AR DA R [N N Z 00 19 B AR5 A7 FO,
SR o At JIT 38 9 79 7 52 I R Y A R A0 A A XY 5 2 A HE AR IR 8 5 il
AR 2 1 ST 2l 5 A0 S A v ke 7y i SO S EF IR B AR Z
gy XAFRREA A5 R r AR KA 7O E# A 20 229 18
K2R R ARG S R MR LI AN B &M I AR T SCH 7
(Boas, 1974 ; % &, 1984) . SR, AT AR MEDE A &4 2 X |E
At s R BB R A 3 7 1R [ LR BUA St 2o R g sk
PN LR /N Sy 1 AN =1 Q0 Sl N 8 |l DT Sl & B g <2 T )
BT Al —TE LASEEL T KPR S D s R I 2 Ak, — AR
F 18 PR 2 0 v L s o0 3 (] DA =2 4 0 Pt 2ok 2Z /L “ FHF iR AR F
“YEELRTETE AT RE . WOR U PR AL RS B A IR 4 B BE AT LAAE kAL
SRR AN ST B B AT PR SCH R T R AR AR SRS DL AR SCHT IR A Y
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ARG R HE L R B MR L B £ B IR A R W A A % S
FTRKAET 19 22K 76 J5 546 = LA RGER . A 1 SO ALR
R R R A AR S e E SO R N TN B R AR R R
TR — ST TEAT . BRE B — T DG PG Abo O 285 2 fff o |l T k7
B 5 W, — T R A Y SC B B PR A B LR A I A G T I A
VU BT b B 506 05 AR IR0 5 2 RN 5 3R DI
3 [ 22 T LA 46 8 V4 7 SCHH A i st 9 AN 2 TR g Al A 3 46 1y SC A At
PSR E R B A SN o ity | < K (S DN R 67 (1R
LA Ak BT I N SCEIARAS 58 36 45 FL BB IE A A0 A A B, 2
0 SN B ST AE X Ak 2 VR U Z A T A T B
INHEERE b B R (2005:4) 0K A 17X FOARIE A, HIHE K R
BEHRIT 5 A SO AR 2R 8 S BT A AR B XA S TR
BB Z TR R TCA A IR RE S N 32 B g A R R

A AT T A 7 ) £ I R At X R A SO Y g e i
FR 48 B8 L TE B Al S AR B B O 25 . 2SR LR AR &0 A fe i
PUATEN S 20 X — 08 5 B M SCH A 717 (Mauss, 2006 41—
A8) FHIBE R L AR o FEAT Dy ) DK WA o S B A 2 A4 S ] % s e T e
LI At S A A P SO IR S T A AL BEAE S SR
[+ 117 R 45 40 TR 267 G UK 7. 2012) . 3 TF St T3 AN R D 5 B B A7 [
TR R A BR F A AT A A ) J5 T IR AR S AL

FEAS/D 4t 5o B B 5 ik ER — L SCHA e 48 A 2 ] Dy s AR 5L
TR BRSO R BT R AE  B VBN EE b A B i LA
F6 ELECAS SRR L BE IR YN . R ER X 1819 4 i %y 2B T
S 2E BT R A 2 06 3% s F e TR F R UL SR B TE Al Y
K. FESCHAZ M ZS (B W) A ) L BRI B IR FIRAR T
FE R SO ) 5 L B 55 5 M B At 5 J2 8 SC I T 76 9 B ) i) e 3L [XC
SR NN TR IEZS NS N PN AR 8 A R e~ N S B
AN ) SCHIT 8 0 98 AT 43 B ST AR L5 A 1 D 52 L 5 %58 SO i 17
AL S/ T/ E SO PR )R

W5 URIR T —FE A R DL S R 48 B RN (A . % ok [T
T SCHAME B TR & T Ak S AN SR Z LR A B (Mauss,
2006: 35—40) ., A MHSCHMMEZ 5 I E £ #2145 .
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SCHI AR R . ARSI X — B TR AR AR E
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(I TET 34y o Lt Py R A L SO e A B T Y P T
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CTREANEIRT . RAE H SIS AT SCEF 4018 22 e O RO R R E
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Shrag AN TN A U ER S A e SR L A
T OICIR” . 2 L AR B AL A5 9K R AN (H L R K i I s A
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A4 1906:42) , LT ACTE AL, 6 2 5 SO O O IE S8 . 3% A4 IR
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