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Qualitative Studies in the Social Sciences and

the Discovery of their Meaning
Sun Feiyu

Abstract; Based on cross-references between the tradition of social theory and the
experience of fieldwork and according to clues from phenomenological sociology, this arti-
cle discusses the discovery of the meaning of qualitative sociological studies. The various
schools of social science all have a similar requirement of “facing the facts themselves” and
an attitude of “entering the facw” . From the perspective of classical sociology, the dis-
covery of the meaning of qualitative studies is a primary form of sociology as a “moral sci-
ence” and thus this should be an important part of university education.
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