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Modernization and Family Status of the Elderly: Taking Economic

Decision—making Power in Coresiding Family as an Exqmple
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Abstract: Using CLHLS data this paper explores the influencing factors of the elderly’ s
status in coresiding family from following three aspects: modernization parental resources

and the parent—child socioeconomic status. Heckman ordered Probit model is used to
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correct sample selection bias of coresidence. The results show that the coresiding elderly’ s
economic decision-making power has been improved but nearly half of them still have no
power except on their own expenditures. The coresiding elderly living in more modernized
area (urban/east area) have more familial economic power than their rural and middle/
west counterparts indicating the association between modernization and family status of
older people is not linear negative. Gender inequality in family power persists. the
coresiding elderly ” s family power is highly determined by their economic and labor
resources and relative socioeconomic status within a family. It is imperative to improve
elderly—related social support system nurture elderlyHriendly family culture and focus on
multiple disadvantaged subgroups.
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