T 2B M GERFIE) 10

CJSs

A HEAT AR S W2 o

T4

W OB AXUERANTRT 1904 FRE(EAF BRI RABEAZKE
EAERT XA LWERE R, XFEH XA G EHA G Z A7 A4 o i
RABER R L4 B e IR BRAT AR VRO A B UM ALk R L AR IE T R
REHFREF"PEREANAXA T -Z(FE) FEXAZF . CHXBKE
HEEFE, XEHRHARAABEIREETREXFREWERE Y. TRA
ABZRENEE EME XA —ARE" TR, AXHEHFE A X
FEMRAFFERXAG XRARMEZ S XN ER. XEHE, KA
XAMRESHEARARRTWAEEZA R S AL, EHATREE: KK
EREABALLENXARE N HAELAL” ML N ERFERZHMW
FREEHE EELTAEM A EE XN ARRT RRELFEXHNFES
’ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ/ﬁﬁiﬂ'ﬂ‘ AABIS WENENEIERZALR, XEXR
B EHEAT 0 A RKRIEXARNER . FHAR EREE 2L 2
ﬂ%,%?ﬁiymﬂa R AR A,
KER:XH KT B AF FHEHIHHT AR
DOI:10.15992/j.cnki.31-1123/c.2019.03.001

The Ambit of Flourishing Peace: Kang Youwei’ s
Perspective of Eurasian Civilizations as Seen in The
Travelogue of Italy

WANG Mingming
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European countries he visited, Kang inspected the historical relics, political
institutions, and local customs. Taking the opportunity of “being there”, he
made an onrthe-spot inquiry into the age-old Roman civilization. He also
compared the Western way with the “Continental” Chinese way of being
political and civilized. Near the end of 1904, Kang compiled his diaries,
poems, and notes of the journey into a book entitled The Travelogue of Italy
(the first of the series of his Travelogues of 11 European Nations), which is
the focus of this study.

The Travelogue of Italy is treated in this paper as an example from which
a major perspective of “civilization” can be reconstructed and re-enacted. To
the author, a social anthropologist keenly interested in the political and
cosmological perspectives of civilization, Kang’s Travelogue of Italy, an old-
style “ethnographic” text in which a pattern of “civilizational modernity” (in
contrast with “national modernity”) is inscribed. proves to be one of the most
fascinating achievements of late period traditional Chinese “gazettes of foreign
countries”.

This paper offers the following four parts of discussion: (1) a synoptic
biography of Kang’s life with a specific focus on his political thinking during the
epoch of transition; (2)a mapping of Kang’s voyage from the East to the West;
(3) an overview of Kang’ s interpretation of the civilizational differences
between Roman empire and the Han “All-under-Heaven” as presented in the
travelogue; (4) an analysis of Kang’s viewpoints of the relation between
European and Asian civilizations. In the introductory and concluding sections,
the author presents his views on the relevance of Kang Youwei’s perspectives
to the critique of post-traditional Chinese “nation-building” social sciences.

The paper serves as a sequel to the author’s extended essay on the re-
conceptualization of “civilization” by Kang Youwei’ s European contemporary
Emile Durkheim (and his inheritor Marcel Mauss). Interwoven throughout the
discussion are comparative points between King and Durkheim. It is suggested
that both men define “civilizations” in terms of “supral-societal” or “supra-
national” systems. Nonetheless, unlike Durkheim, who remained deeply
concerned with improving the life of the nation, Kang was inclined to
conceptualize such systems in terms of the “ambit of flourishing peace”
(shengping shi) . a dynamic state of human political existence between the age

of violent chaos and that of the Great Unity.
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AECEEINE, =N, BN AR T A ) I8 3 28 22 5 L
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AEEZFHWEA H.1906:67), TERA NE K, “FL 52 hikH =
EEEERVARSY i | - R A L NSRRI W NN 1N RO N Y A §F ]
H51906:68), DL =22 i A HOE M AL F 2 2, 5 AR H IR R R
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BEVA o KRB BT AR S AR ENF R, R R &

------ (BEA 7 ,1906:149)
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W Ja B OF 2 =, @SR B R LA IR CR SRR
FRRE m MHATBA LG —. FRH R O =X AT R X, S
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BARBEEZ IEREZAT TR LR T A O R E 5870 2 8
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57 I B2 T W SO B AR D A AR B NS L, A i R
T T I 3T SR A A i T K OGS A i 22 SCH T AS SRR I i (R
AN 1906:152) , F v [ i % 1 B 40, 5 HO P O B SO Ak

e 30 o



A4 2019 « 3

TR B SO, S T, S TV Sz — gk, H R
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