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Wach’s Legacy: Probing C. K. Yang’s Sociological
Research on Chinese Religion
Lu Yunfeng Wu Yue

( Department of Soctology Peking University Betjing 100871 China)

Abstract: Joachim Wach’s ( ) three pairs of religious concepts namely identical and specific religions
traditional and founded religions and public and private religions inspired C. K. Yang ( ) in his
distinction between diffused religion and institutional religion between communal religion and voluntary
religion and between official cults and popular cults. The first pair of concepts reflects Wach’ s and Yang’ s
thoughts about the overall structure of religion and the latter two reflect their perspectives about the relationship
between religion and politics with which Yang shows how “guidance by way of God” helps a country build its
system of ethic and political cults. In addition Yang was deeply influenced by Wach’ s analysis on
Confucianism but he exceeded Wach in his analysis. In most cases Wach regarded Confucianism as a kind of
founded religion. But sometimes he thought that Confucianism was only a kind of “quasi-—religion”. Yang
believed that Confucianism undoubtedly had a religious dimension and it pragmatically absorbed supernatural
factors at the family social and national levels. As the core of the moral system Confucianism together with
the powerful imperial system achieved the domination over religion. According to C. K. Yang Confucianism is
a kind of “super-religion” with humanity and religiousness rather than a kind of “quasi-religion”.

Key words: C. K. Yang ( ) Joachim Wach ( ) structural functionalism religion and
state Confucianism
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