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Major Problems and Predicaments in Rural Elderly Care Service
in the New Era and Possible Solutions

LU Jie-hua SHA Di

(Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Since the beginning of the 21st century, the process of aging of the rural population in China has gradually
accelerated and the degree has been deepening, showing that the aging rate is faster than that of cities and towns, that households
are becoming smaller and more empty, and that the aging between regions is significantly increased. This paper first sorts out the new
progress in strengthening the top-level design of rural elderly care service since the 18th National Congress, and summarizes the
main achievements from four aspects, that is, pension policy, pension service network and facilities, pension model exploration
and pension security level. Secondly, it analyzes the major problems, including the late start of socialized pension, the lack of old-
age pensions, the poor health of the elderly, and the weakening of the family pension function. Then, based on these problems, it
sorts out the main contradictions faced by the rural elderly care service system in the new era. Finally, it proposes the strategic path of
accelerating the construction of the rural elderly care service system in a forward-looking manner, aiming at accelerating the process
of building the rural elderly care service system.

Key words: Rural Elderly Care Service ; Major Problems ; Main Contradiction ; Strategic path
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