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Study on End-of-life Care of Rural Elderly in China
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(Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: End-of-life care is an urgent issue in an aging society because it makes people feel
time urgency and affects the quality of death, or a“good death”. The issue has not been explored for
rural population in China which may be a result of the discussion of end-of-life care in China in
general only in recent several decades. This article is a result of a field research in a village of
Shandong Province in Northern China. Based on experiences of the care among villagers expressed,
the article discusses health status and causes of death of the deceased interpreted by their care
givers, types of care provided, as well as subjective feeling toward the care. The study provided new
insights on end—of-life care in rural China.
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