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Abstract: By information collected from family members of the elderly who died between
two waves of the Chinese Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey ( CLHLS) during 2008—
2014 the health status and supportive environment from family and society for the
deceased elderly have been analyzed. It was found that one—third of the elderly remained
unconsciousness at the end of their lives at least 70% of them was bedridden and more
than dependent on someone else. Majority of the elderly was widowed but lived at homes.
Family members especially children and grandchildren were major care givers and co—
residents. The majority of elderly people died at home with the lowest proportion of
elderly people in cities with medical insurance dying at home. Future population and
family changes can result in a significant decline in family care capacity. Public service
and social support for the family members will be very important for improving quality of
care and quality of life of the elderly at the end of their lives.
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