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Re-discussion On The Relationship Between Quantitative Approach

And Qualitative Approach In The Field Of Social Research
XIE Li-zhong
( Sociology Depaertmen of Peking University Betjing 100871 China)

Abstract: In most of the literatures that introduce or discuss qualitative research quantitative ap—
proach is often equated with positivism paradigm and qualitative approach is generally regarded as a
social research paradigm that opposes positivism. The analysis of this paper attempts to show that
positivism is not the same as quantitative approach and humanism paradigm is not equivalent to
qualitative approach. Both quantitative and qualitative approach can be used within positivism or hu-
manistic paradigms.
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