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What can We Learn from the History of Israel

MA Rong

Abstract: A special nation —state Israel was established by Jewish immigrants in the land of
Palestine in 1947 following a UN resolution. With nonstop conflicts between the Jews and the Arabs
since the founding of Israel the country has become “a powder keg in the Middle East”. Television
pictures of street violence and suicide bombings are broadcast to global audience every few days. Israel
has restored the Hebrew language which was almost lost and created an economic miracle in the desert
in the Middle East. All this has made Israel a unique case for theoretical studies on ethnicity and nation
building. A History of Zionism by Walter Laqueur provides a lot of detailed information about how the
Jews have evolved since the 19" century from ethnic minorities in many countries into a “nation” and
established an independent country. An analysis of this historical process will help us learn about the u—
niversality and particularity of ethnic evolution and also enlighten us about ethnic relations in today’ s
China.
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