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The China Family Panel Studies: Design and Practice

XIE Yu HU Jingwei ZHANG Chunni

Abstract: The China Family Panel Studies (CFPS). launched by Peking
University, is a nationwide, comprehensive, longitudinal social survey. The
project aims to document historically unprecedented social changes that are
currently taking place in China in different domains by repeatedly collecting
information from a sample of individuals, households, and communities over an

extended period. In order to help researchers better understand the CFPS
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project and its data, this article describes the background and characteristics of
the CFPS in four aspects. In research design, the CFPS adopts multiple-level
questionnaires and a panel design to track changes in individuals and households
so as to allow researchers to study heterogeneity, embeddedness. complexity,
and time-dependency of social phenomena. In implementation, it uses multi-
stage, implicit stratification, and probability proportion to size sampling
methods with a sampling frame that integrates rural and urban populations to
obtain a nationally representative sample. To assure data quality, the CFPS
uses advanced computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPID) techniques in its
fieldwork. By now, the 2010 baseline survey, the 2011 small-scale followup
survey for maintenance, and the 2012 full-scale followup survey have been
completed. All follow-up strategies have met many research needs but remained
practical. In contents, the CFPS learned from the methods and experiences
from the most influential survey projects in the world. The questionnaires not
only cover a wide range of topics but also consist of intergraded modules for
rural and urban interviews and gathering information of family structure and
family members, migrant mobility, event history (e.g., history of marriage,
education, and employment), cognitive ability, and child development.
Finally,we present preliminary findings about income inequality and poverty,
marital events and cohabitation, and cognitive ability based on the 2010 and
2012 CFPS data, as demonstrations of the CFPS’s potentials for social science,
owing to its strengths in research design and topical contents.
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7207 BYIEEIKE: RIE—1—2—3—4—5—6—7—) &
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75 ViR SIS KR BRI A T A E . RIE—1—2—3—4—5—6—7—) IR

4:CFPS ijf R M 27 5] &

Xof Hf [N A SF- 55 B TR A 7S R ES B i Al 5 000 7E 28 3 2 Bt
—HTZEW . V205 AN [ U %) 18T AR 1A 1 A S5 R
JE RN BE R A 8 3 i 8 A (22 5 K KA. 19995 4% 5245, 2013 5 1 2 4K
45,2006 ; 5] 5% 4, 2007 ; Ravallion and Chen, 2007) , {H fy T4 Bf J7 %
M b i 22 S HAR AT 5 R AT A7 i Rl — OR TR F- 55
T A 4 U v T 7 R O 28 K 2 v [ R E 4 il A (CHFS) 27 /8 A FY
ik 0.61 (3L 8 A% (Orlik and Davis,2013; Fisher,2012) , UL & FH %

27. CHFS JF 4 F 2011 4F %3 A M IER N4 2 W, . Gan, et al. (2013),
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HE ] 11 53 BE A A Al B e 4 4 [ 3k 2 2R 000 S B T o X — A P 5
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R BMTHEMEBARE. LA N 90/10 bR FFH. A EFRE

28. 0. MM B E: Wy ZFERPRTE. 2013, { &L b E 5 e ZREE A 2T
i, 4i- ; http://money. 163. com/13/0515/14/8UU3AB7TH00254TV5. html; F 7 B . 75 5¢.
2013. 40 fil FH 5 A A 09 K & & . ™ 4k http://www. ciidbnu. org/news/201302/
20130207203015706. html; IV 37 B 2013. 2= 52 X LA W7 2k J &R # 2 52 F B ¥, R4k
http://china. caixin. com/2013-01-21/100484878. html,
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W% LT R s H g5 L WS A A Y £ 55 R 3 O B AL (Lesthaeghe,
20100, fHIX LG FAE 2 BRIE [ N 099 BOF A — 20 K8 W E Z U5 K
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FEN B R WS WA R A sl . PR [ R AR T R S A A R A B
25 B B 1A 2 A S W 19 A 3 %6 £ (Thornton, et al . ,2007) .
I NVIBERNBRBRKRE(%)
HIHFAFEA PG Gl AP AR D

1970 LT 98.2 1.8  100.0 (1 876)
1970~1979 98.0 2.0 100.0 (1647
1980~1989 95.0 5.0  100.0 (2 763)
1990~1999 87.9 12.1  100.0 (2 283)
2000~2012 67.4 32.6 100.0 (2 765)
At 87.8 12.2  100.0 (11 334)

TR R 8L (2013:312),
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Gy AT A .
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