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Chinese Civilization and the “Nation” Discourse in the Historical Process
Ma Rong Zheng Huiyuan

Abstract There are many models of civilization as well as languages developed in the development of human so—
ciety. Having its own characteristics Chinese civilization has developed a structure of “a pluralistic unity” and
had strong impact on neighbor regions. Since the Opium War Chinese were forced to learn from the westerners

introducing the “nation” concept. The relevant discourse still has a strong influence on today’s Chinese society.
Therefore we need to review the historical process of the discourse transition and learn from the Chinese ancient
wisdom in order to construct a Chinese nation with a “pluralistic unity” structure.
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