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The Essential Nature of the Chinese Civilization
Ma Rong

Abstract: It is impossible to understand the Chinese history and society without examining the nature
and characteristics of the Chinese civilization. The scope of “China” in various historical periods has

3

been based on interactions between the “central kingdom” and surrounding groups guided by Chinese
civilization. The present China has been formed in the struggles against imperialist invasions since the
19th century. For thousands of years, the civilization emerged in the middle and lower reaches of the
Yellow River has been the main stream of Chinese civilization which also includes the civilizational
traditions of the groups (they were called “Yi” and “Di” in ancient time) in marginal areas. The structure
of Chinese civilization presents a framework of “pluralistic unity” with dynamical interactions and
periodical expansions. This article argues that the essential nature of Chinese civilization is its non—
atheist secularity, which explains the internal cohesion, regional diversity, and latitudinarian attitude
towards foreign cultures. The paper further discusses the basic difference between Chinese civilization

and western nationalism in cross-cultural communication.

Key word: Chinese civilization, non—atheist secularity, regional diversity
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