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From Rural Gentries to Middle Peasants

Zhu Xiaoyang

Abstract For more than half a century many researchers have argued that even if there were gentry in the rural communi—

ty

they disappeared with the construction of modern states and the invasion of the country by the state. But one of the flaws

in the researches on rural elites are ‘deterritorialization’ . In this context the long-term influence of some political ideology

obscures the reality in specific location and in a lengthy process. This paper taking a different approach examines the ru—

ral leadership and social order in the form of ethnography of topography. Based on the local history of the last sixty years

this paper attempts to outline the structure from the gentry to the middle peasants and even to the natural village in the 21st

century. The paper will explore the importance of natural village/villagers” groups and their leaders for grassroots political

life and community maintenance on the basis of reorganization of blood/geo-village communities through political / organiza—

tional lines over sixty years.

Key words Gentry; Middle peasant; Village autonomy



