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Dilemma Faced by Higher Education System Reform in China

QIAN Min-hui
(Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract ; Since the reform and opening up, China has experienced a deepening of the transformation
from a planned economy to a market economy. The environment that Chinese higher education is facing
has changed greatly both at home and abroad, forcing higher education to reform as well. However, the
policy implemented and the theory discussed in 1985 did not touch the root cause of the system reform
in practice. This paper first summarizes previous research, then poses a way for higher education to get
out of the present dilemma, and finally recommends reform ideas and possible suggestions based on the
“harmonious triangle”.

Key words: higher education system; dilemma; harmonious triangle; independent legislative insti-
tution; optimization of higher education
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