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Suffering or Serene: An Empirical Study on Determinants
Affecting the Dying Status of Chinese Elderlies
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Abstract: Death is essential to life. With the rapidly aging process in China,it is inevitable and
practical to research on improving the quality of death among the dying elderly people. Based on
the survey data of CLHLS, this study applies an ordered logistic regression model to analyze the
factors that affect pain of the dying elderly people in mainland China. Four main findings are
from this study. Firstly, significant differences of dying pain exist among elderly people of differ—
ent SES groups, as well as in the urban/rural areas; Secondly, pathological symptom is not the
only factor affecting pain of the dying elderly, while hospice care,social support and social envi-
ronment factors can also affect dying pain significantly; Additionally, the higher the accessibili-
ty , affordability and specialty of the end — of — life treatment, the lesser pain of the dying elderly
people; Last but not least,an unequal distribution of medical resources can also lead to the low
quality of death of the elderly in China.
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