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[BEHE M H]

An Empirical Study on Health and Health Inequality

of Chinese Elderly: Based on Regional and Community Perspective

LU Jiehua,GUO Ran
(Department of Sociology , Peking University , Beijing , 100871, China )

Abstract: With accelerating aging process of the population, health of the elderly is attracting more and
more attention of the academia. It is meaningful to explore the mechanism of health inequality and precisely
understand the variation of elderly health. Moreover, it is crucial to achieve the goal of Healthy Aging. In
this study, we apply hierarchical linear model to explore the influence factors of elderly health and health
disparity between regions and communities. The data used here comes from China Health and Retirement
Longitudinal Study. We transform the SF-36 scale and construct an indicator which include subjective and
objective factors by using principal components analysis method. This study mainly focuses on education
and personal income’s influence on elderly health and health inequality on regional and community level.
The result turns that better socio—economic conditions of individual and household indicate higher health
index. On regional and community level, the boom of the economy presents positive externality to health.
However, on community level, higher income refers to more serious differentiation of health level. Educa-
tion level performs different roles in different elderly groups. In low income level groups, education brings
convergence to health index, while, in high income groups, education brings divergence to health index.

Key Words: Region and Community, Health of Elderly, Inequality, HLM
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