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Disaster Modernity and Social Change

LIU Neng

(Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100000 China)

Abstract: This paper attempts to use the Wenchuan earthquake as a main case study and combines other disaster cases at

home and abroad to clarify the two perspectives of disaster-based sociology research namely the perspective of disaster and mo—

dernity and the perspective of disaster and social change. Human cognition and behavior change as well as human disaster pre—

vention efforts have become the two core contents of our understanding of the modernity of disasters. Secondly the systematiza—

tion and institutionalization of disaster relief efforts within the nation-state and the introduction of emergency norms after the cri—

sis is also an important dimension to illustrate the relationship between disasters and higher modernity. Thirdly the entire social

process of disaster relief is also an important occasion for the encounter between the lower modernity and higher modernity.
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