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Change of Family Planning Policy and Hazard of First Marriage
Data from CFPS 2010

LI Jianxin, WANG Xiaolong
(Department of Sociology , Peking University, Beijing, 100871, China)

Abstract: In this article, we analyze the impact of fertility policy change on the pattern of first marriage in
Chinese population since 1949 by a Cox proportional hazards model. Using data from China Family Panel
Studies (CFPS) 2010, we find that the alterations of fertility policy in 1970s and 1980s have strongly influ-
enced the hazard of first marriage of individuals married in that period, and the impact still exists even after
controlling the cohort effect. In China, the age of first marriage is not all the way straight up with time, but
fluctuated with the adjustments of fertility policy. The intervention of state authority and national policy has
deeply carved into the behavior of first marriage in Chinese population.

Key Words: Life Course, Fertility Policy, Hazard of First Marriage , Event History Analysis
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