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A Cultural Interpretation of Contemporary Revival of the Belief in the
God of Fortune

GAO Bingzhong

Abstract: From fighting selfishness and criticizing revisionism to rightfully pursuing private
wealth modern Chinese people have achieved this state through tortuous ideological struggles political
movements and social risks. This great transformation can be recognized by such social processes as the
growth in the share of private wealth and can be understood through the abolishment and revival some
cultural symbols. As a representative cultural form of this great transformation the revival and justifi—
cation of the belief in the god of fortune shows on the one hand the counterpart of the state ideological
discourse of " the dominant centralization of economic construction" in ordinary peoples rituals of dai—
ly life and on the other hand how the individuals psychology of chasing wealth convey its social nature
with the help of a traditional cultural form. The belief in the god of fortune contains profound cultural
implications for example the inner connections between the phenomenon of one prayer for one bless—
ing and the mentality of not sacrificing oneself to a god between the phenomenon of worshiping for one
s own interests in a public temple and the simultaneous growth of private wealth and public welfare.
The revival of the belief in the god of fortune is a representative of the renaissance of traditional cul—
ture. Thereby we can explore a new scientific research approach to folk religion as a cultural form with
deep social and historical implications.
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