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Alumni Associations: The Social Linking Outside of Working Units
Ma Qiang Gao Bingzhong

Abstract: Alumni association is a kind of social organization which is based upon schooling bond and developed
outside of working units. China’s reform of working—units system created new social space for the thriving growth
of alumni associations,so universities are changed into public institutions which are a sort of combination of ad—
ministration , market and social resources from nation—owned enterprises. Alumni associations are a typical social
linkand a highly visible presentation of self—organizing Chinese current society. The study of alumni associations
is a valuable perspective to observe the changes of individual linkage and social organizing under the social trans—
formation of China and the meaning of the emergent social sector.

Key words: alumni associations; working—units society ;social organization;social sector



