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The General Significance of China’s Reform
—Reconfirmation of China’s Political Development in the Past 40 Years (4)
Yan Jirong
(School of Government, Peking University, Beijing 100871)
Abstract: The economic achievements and social changes of China’s reform and opening up in the past
40 years have been recognized by the world, but the political development is not necessarily recognized.
Based on the general analysis and evaluation models of modernization theory and democratic transformation
theory, the significance of China’s political development may be ignored or underestimated. The analysis
and evaluation based on the theory of government innovation may more accurately reflect the progress of
China’s political development, which is more manifested in the reform of national governance, including
four innovations (governance concept, governance system, governance policy, governance behavior). China’
s future development depends on innovation, which includes knowledge innovation, technological innova-
tion, public management innovation and so on, and ultimately on institutional innovation.
Key words: reform and opening up; governance; authoritarian resilience; government innovation;
government efficiency ; institutional supply

Social Change and Political Sociology
——What does Chinese Experience Provide for Transformation Theory? (11)
Zhang Jing
(Department of Sociology, Peking University, Betjing 100871)

Abstract: This article focuses on the response of political sociology research to China’s social changes
in the past 40 years: China’s social changes have avoided huge social unrest, mainly relying not on formal
institutional changes, but on grassroots practices of separation of names and realities. On the one hand, Chi-
na’s unique organizational structure and cultural traditions are conducive to different categories and identity
groups in society, forming a wide range of interdependent relationships, thereby exchanging or sharing re-
sources, and macroscopically reducing the aggregation of large—scale conflicts. On the other hand, the infor-
mal channels that exist widely in society have promoted the emergence of negotiations and private interest
alliances. This has become the social support resource for change, also the basic reason why the social foun-
dation of governance can be slowly expanded. As a stabilizer of social change, the role of this basic struc-
tural relationship is to promote the occurrence of informal political integration. The transformation theory sets
the change and system as the opposite relationship, and the irreversible relationship can not be changed.
However, China’s experience of change provides a supplementary explanation for this theory: answering the
question of why system continuity and rapid change are simultaneously for coexistence. This supplement re-
veals multiple paths of social change: it can evolve along the confrontational approach of confrontation—sys-
tems, or it can be a “separate” approach that deviates from frontal conflicts.

Key words: social change; transformation theory; Chinese experience

New Exploration of CCP United Front Work
in Theory and Practice since China’s Reform and Opening—up (20)
Liao Xingmiu, Jing Yuejin
(Department of Political Science, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, the CCP united front has undergone significant changes
both in the fields of theory and practice. In theory, the function of the united front is positioned as “patriotic
unity” and “great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation”. The “concentric” theory is proposed to face the in-
creasingly differentiated social structure and multiple interests. In practice, the united front strengthens its
own organization construction and establishes the large—scale united front pattern of “party and government
integration”. The object of the united front is constantly expanding, uniting all forces that can be united. The
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