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A Big Topic On Small Ethnic Groups
——A Case Study of the He Zhe nationality

YU Chang-jiang
(Institute of Sociology and Anthropology. Peking University, Beijing, 100871, China)

Abstract: Small ethnic groups in China are faced with a dilemma betw een “survival and develop-
ment” and “preservation of traditional culture”. The dilemma is in fact decided by the attitude,
value and relations between the majority and small ethnic groups, as well as the majority ethnic
groups general understanding of “development”. A new framework and reference based on com -
munity identity and regional development could help to find the way in which both social economic
development and traditonal culture could be kept compatibly and successfully.

Key words: Small ethnic groups; modernization; development; community; culture.
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