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A preliminary Study of the Suicidal Ideation among the Aged
Home Residents in a Chinese City

YAN Sheng-ming, YI Song-guo

Abstract: Using questionnaire survey data from 206 aged home residents in a Chinese city, this paper conducts a preliminary study of
the prevalence and correlates of the suicidal ideation among this group. The results show that the prevalence of the suicidal ideation in the past
month is 17.4%, and the major correlates are depressive symptoms, life satisfaction, the satisfaction with the services, management, lodging,
recreational activities, and fee charging, as well as the overall satisfaction with the aged homes they are admitted. Compared to their counterparts
in other countries, the prevalence of suicidal ideation among the aged home residents in this Chinese city is not high. The implications of the
study are that the aged homes should attach great importance not only to the mental health/psychological well-being of their residents but also
to the improvement of the services they provide so as to better prevent the suicidal ideation among their residents, and further enhance the
residents’ satisfaction with services, aged homes and life.
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