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Editorial

We begin this special issue with an interview conducted by Gary Sigley with Professor
Yongxiang Xu regarding social work and social policy in contemporary China. In this
interview, Yongxiang Xu shares his insights on the development of social work as a
profession in China in general and recent progress of social work services and social policy
in Shanghai in particular. According to Xu, social work’s emergence as a profession in
China can be interpreted as a complex interaction between social work educators,
government, community development and international exchange of professional practice
in the process of economic reform and social transformation. And more importantly, social
policy in recent years has been escalated to the top of the agenda of the country’s
development strategy. Sigley’s interview with Yongxiang Yu can be used as a forward to
help readers understand the dynamic changes of social work and social policy in China.
The next three articles focus on social work practice and social policy related to the
elderly in China. Yun Zhou and Xiao Wang describe variations of Chinese pensioners’
demographic characteristics and their relationship with the pension system from a
quantitative approach and call for more attention and policy concern on the insecure
economic situation of the vulnerable elderly. Shengming Yan and Songguo Yi discuss a
sobering but eye-catching issue in China, death and suicidal ideation among
institutionalized elderly. Based on survey data in urban China, Yan and Yi disclose that
culture is a significant factor to impact on elderly people in nursing homes to express their
feelings and behave in relation to mental health. Their study indicates that depressive
symptoms and life satisfaction of elderly nursing home residents are associated with death
and suicidal ideation, i.e. those who have depressive symptoms and lower satisfaction are
more likely to report death and suicidal ideation. Therefore, this information is quite
important both for care providers and policymakers to develop preventive services to
counter suicide in homes. Hua Ding uses a mixed research method to examine service
quality of the society-run homes for the aged in Beijing and identify different dimensions
and domains of service quality. According to her research findings, the service quality in
the society-run homes for the elderly in the context of marketisation is unsatisfactory and
more effective regulation and quality control are needed to improve the situation.
The next two articles in this volume focus on the effects of social environment on
health and project collaboration in the field of disaster prevention education in China.
Yawen Li discusses the effects of social environment on health from a life-ecological
perspective and relates this study to the core subject of social inequality in recent debates
of social research in China. Li suggests that it is important to explore the aspects of social
environment in relation to health in this transitional country that implies further efforts on
quality health services and sound policy reform of health care. Xuewei Zhang, Yunong
Huang and Mingli Li mainly describe the project collaborations between Aide et Action
and other non-governmental organizations, governmental agencies, schools, local
communities and volunteers. They tactfully analyze the key factors influencing the
collaboration process and outcomes and also emphasize the significance of collaboration
itself in implementing the project.
The social work profession in China is developing in the context of both expected
challenges and unanticipated changes, which makes the subject easily debatable and
controversial. Meanwhile, the process of social policy making and implementation has
been embedded in the country’s economic development strategies and political
orientations in a new era. With the progress of the market economy and rapid change in
the social fabric of China, social work professionals, educators and policymakers are
confronted by a series of challenging but frequently ignored emerging questions: what is
the core of social work competence? How can social work practice be strengthened
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by policy advocacy in the context of rapid aging and social transition? How can we
improve our practice to help people in need and facilitate our social policy making? We
think there are many ways of knowing and surely different channels of searching for
potential answers.
Yuegen Xiong, Sibin Wang
Managing Editors
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