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Inequality in Health Service between Urban and Rural Areas in China:

Evidence from CHARLS 2013 Data

XIONG Yuegen, HUANG Jing
(Department of Sociology , Peking University , Beijing , 100871, China )

Abstract: According to the theoretical framework of equal opportunity, group inequality of health service is
affected by “resources”and “capability”. Using the Oaxaca—Blinder decomposition technique, the research-
ers have found that “capability” of urban—rural residents causes a great extent of inequality in health ser-
vice, other factors also play an important role in explaining the inequality, such as accessibility to health
care resources , medical insurance and educational attainment. As a result, there exists serious inequality in
health service between urban and rural residents, and rural residents are trapped by a disadvantageous situ-
ation in China.

Key Words: Urban—rural , Health Service, Inequality of Opportunity , Resources, Capability
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