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On the State—Religion Relationship in Ganzi Tibetan

Area since Early Qing
WANG Juan

Abstract:By making a deep exploration of the state-religion relationship in Ganzi Tibetan area and its evolution during the period of
Qing and Republic China, this paper aims to identify the major factors that affect this relationship in frontier societies. The study finds
that the policies that influence state—religion relationship can be distinguished into two levels: one is the overall principle of the
central governments, and the other is the frontier officials’ attitudes and measures in actual local administration. These two levels of
religion policies are not necessarily in accord with each other, and the later have got a more direct influence on the state-religion
relationship in frontier societies. Furthermore, a deep analysis is made on LiuWen ~hui’s reliéion policies, which successfully
integrated the identities of “a Buddhist” and “an official” together and managed to form a positive conversation between authority and
the religious leaders. This situation contained an implication of promoting the modern transformation of Tibetan Buddhism, and
provides important enlightenment to today’s scholars and officials who are concemed with the future of Tibetan Buddhism and
Tibetan society.
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