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The Development of the Community of Modern and

Contemporary Female Intellectuals

Tong Xin
( Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: The United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing in 1995 marked the
development of the community of female intellectuals in China. Through the establishment of various forms of
women’ s associations the identity public intercourse and social networks of the community of female
intellectuals were shaped. Their community created a new social space that promoted the gender sensitivity in
public policies and led the gender issues in private sector into public sector through mass media. The dual
social status of female intellectual groups as both the elite and the periphery which are coexistent the thinking
resources and financial support of global feminism and the solidarity formed by national feminism represented
by All-China Women’ s Federation and the pluralist civil feminists made a joint effort to promote the
development of the community of female intellectuals. In short thanks to the growth of the female associations
after the World Conference on Women held in Beijing the community of female intellectuals is able to develop
and shape the Chinese feminist theory and practices in the period of social transformation.

Key words: community of female intellectuals women$ association social space



