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Reflection on Developing Urban Family Social Work in China

TONG Xin
( Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: It is urgent to develop urban family social work in China. The present family social work is a social
service system led by the government. It% main function is to solve some special difficulties of the family,but it is
not a professional network. Currently, problems of family social work include the following: lack of professional so-
cial workers, lack of disscussion of family social work ethic, family regarded as problem — solving tool rather than
service object, and the tendency of commercialization. The core work should be focused on marital relations, parent
— child relationships and pension issues in the future. More challenges will come from the development of family
private spaces and property rights, the diversity of demand brought by social differentiation and marginalized
groups, and the popularity of the Internet.
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