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The Latest Trends and Commentary of the Study on

Sociology of Education in China

Qian Minhui
( Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Recently, many branches of social sciences in China have entered into “Retrospective and Prospective
epoch”, with no exception of Sociology of Education. The thesis has been based upon the academic activities of
Chinese sociology of education in 2006 and assembled its latest trends and development. I make it clear that the
study of contemporary Chinese sociology of education has reached its climax, with a significant rise in both research
level and the number of pomising young researchers. At this favourable time for this social science branch, we
should not only inherit and understand the new development within the field, but also keep cool headed about our
current research situation, knowing the distance from international research standard. The above is the main
intention of this thesis.

Key words: sociology of education; subject characteristics; imaginative power of sociology; modernity; education
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