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Theory: Race, Class and the English School Global Society, Vol. 18, No. 4 Octcber, 2004

On the Core Subject and Trends in the Research of Anthropology of
Education in Modern Europe and America
QIAN Min-hui

(Department of Sociology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The study of Anthropology of Education has been going on in the West for more than 100 years. Initially,
western anthropologists regarded education among different cultural groups as one of the research subjects, such as
family, race, kinship system, and social organization. Anthiopology of Education today has already evolved into a
fully- fledged discipline in the field of anthropology. The thesis has two focuses. First, upon an examination of some
major themes and trends in the western anthwopological research, it discusses how the idea of ” modernity” governs
the field work of Anthropology of Education. Secondly, it discusses how the research of Anthopology of Education is
carried out against the background of modernity, post-modemity and globalization .
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