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Thoughts on the Sociology of Education in Europe and America
QIAN Min-hui

(Degartment of Sociology, Institute of sociology and Anthropology, Peking University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract; In the late twenty years, more and more theories, methods and research products on the sociology of
education have been introduced from western countries. At the same time, research products in this field are also
rapidly increasing in China; among them many are titled with ” discipline”. However, we can find that many
scholars are so anxious to apply the knowledge system into Chinese educational research without fully understanding
that their products seem to be superficial. The author points out that it was in Europe and America that the sociology
of education came nto being and got developed as a discipline. After more than one hundred years of accumulation,

it has developed into a relative independent knowledge system. Therefore, it is impossible for us to establish a
knowledge system of this discipline in such a short period of time. Only by long periods of studying, thinking and
researching can we understand this discipline and promote its development.
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