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Abstract From the perspective of city organization and integration in urban system, this paper finds obvious inverted Ding ( )-shape
pattern of urban hierarchy in China, which contains six classes. While a few metropolises with strong national or regional influence lead
other cities at top, a large number of ordinary cites gather at the bottom of urban hierarchy. The historical process, development strategies,
promoting-model of China’s urbanization, household register system and other factors jointly contribute to this. However, this pattern may
cause problems to both super cities at top and weak cities at bottom, so it is crucial to change the policy of household registrations at big
city level and focus on the development of regional and provincial cities, which may not only make a healthy urban system but also promote

dynamic interactions between cities at different levels of urban system.

Key words urban system; urban hierarchy; urban function
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