Abstract: The author discusses the role of grass- roots cadres in rural China during the so- called* satellite launch”

of grain production ( i.e. dramatically increasing the yields of production) during the Great Leap Forward. Grass-
roots cadres operated under many layers of political pressure, leading them to play along with the political move-
ment. The social changes in rural society brought about by the Communist revolution provided them with huge
political space to trumpet the party line. Most importantly, the peasants they dealt with were totally different from
peasants in the traditional society. After having their property rights repeatedly violated, these peasants chose to

follow the tide rather than resist.
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