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COMMENTS ON THE PLANT RECORDS IN
THE EARLIER QN DYNASTY

Qiu Zeqi

(Huazhong Agricultural University)

Abstract

The author commented on the plant records in a scattered way in the Earlier Qin
dynasty and considered that the plant figures depicted by our ‘ancestors on all kinds of
earthenwares before 6 or 7 thousand years are the earliest records about plants in our
country,

As the inscriptions on oracle bones of the Shang dynasty were formed, our forefath-
ers used pictographs to indicate plants and the rudiments of thought of classifying accord-
ing to the forms of something took shape. From the Western Zhou dynasty to the eve of
Qin dynasty, with productive forces development, the ancients’ knowlege for plants deepe-
ned gradually, so some records in disorder related to the varieties, characters of forms,
ecological environment and utilization methods of plants were produced. Although these
plant records were in a scatterep way, in which there were little scientific contents, they
were all produced as the symbol of men to express their thoughts jand feelings and laid a
foundation for the rudiments of chinese classical botany and forming of chinese classical

botany in Han, Wei and Six dynasties,
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